Ser. No. 10/622,788 



PATENT 



1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A sanitizing apparatus, comprising: 

a body for accepting at least one item to be sanitized, the body containing at least one germicidal 

lamp; 

a removable cap, removably attached to the body, the removable cap provided with at least one 
orifice to accepting the item to be sanitized, the removable cap having at least one extended member for 
extending into the body of the sanitizing apparatus; and 

a cutoff switch provided within h rthe body of the sanitizing apparatus, coupled to at least one of 
the at least one extended member of the removable cap, such that when the removable cap is removed, 
the at least one germicidal lamp is extinguished, 

Wherein the CUtoff switch is located within the hnHy r,f the s anitising apparatus snrh that th* 

CUtoff Switch Cannot he activated hv a user when the remova b le rap is rmnvpH 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 

a safety rod, slidably mounted within the body of the apparatus, the safety rod coupling the cutoff 
switch with at least one of the at least one extended member of the removable cap, 

Wherein the hodv Contains an orifice for accepting the safet y mrt sr> as tn prevent a user frnm 

inserting a finger intn the nrifiee tn activate the r.iitnff switch 
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3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 

a removable drip cup having a bottom portion for receiving and retaining flnirte from a 
toothbrush, removably mounted within the body of the apparatus beneath the cap, such that when the cap 
is removed from the body of the apparatus, the removable drip cup may be removed for cleaning. 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the removable drip cup 
surrounds at least a portion of the item to be sanitized and reflects at least a portion of light emitted from 
the germicidal lamp onto the item to be sanitized. 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 3, further comprising a removable 
peg, slidably removable from the removable drip cup, the removable peg providing means to adjust the 
height of the item to be sanitized inserted into the apparatus. 

6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a control circuit, 
coupled to the germicidal lamp, for controlling actuation of the germicidal lamp such that, once 
activated, the germicidal lamp is activated for a first predetermined time period, and then shut off for a 
second predetermined time period. 
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7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the control circuit further 
activates the germicidal lamp for the first predetermined time period after the second predetermined time 
period has lapsed. 



8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A sanitizing apparatus, comprising: 

a body for accepting at least one item to be sanitized, the body containing at least one germicidal 



lamp; 



a removable cap, removably attached to the body, the removable cap provided with at least one 
orifice to accepting the item to be sanitized , the removable tap having al leasl one extended muiibu fui 
extending into the budy uf Qn j,auilaiiig appaialus ; 

a removable drip run havinp a hortnm nortinn for reviving «n H raining fluids fam a 

toothbrush, remnvahly mounted within the horiv nf the apparatus h™ Pa th th« rap c„rh that wh Pn th* „ r 
is removed from the hodv nf the annaratns the, remnvahle drip n T m a y h* remm,^ f nr Honing- a nH 
a removahle, pep slidahlv removable from the remnvahlp drip r,, p r h* rrmwh]* p Pg pminding 

means tO adjust the tieiVht of the item rn he sanitiVeH i n serted intn the: appararnc 

a contiul ciiiuU, cuuplul lu die guniiiidal lamp, fui cunuulliug actuatiun uf Uil gmniudal lamp 
such that, um c aclivalul, Hit gumiudal lamp i^ aUivalul fui a fnsl piuklcimiiiul liimpaiud, ajid then 
shut off fur a sccuiid pie-dcteiinincd lime peiiud . 
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9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 8, fiirtW repricing- 

a Control Circuit, COlinled tO the germicidal lamp for controlling a r.hiatinn nf the germicidal i amp 

such that, onr,e activated the permioirial lamn is activate for a first pred e termined timfi perinH and then 

Shut Off for a second predptermined timp pprind; 

wherein the control circuit further activates the germicidal lamp for the first predetermined time 

period after the second predetermined time period has lapsed. 



10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The sanitizing apparatus of claim 8, further comprising: 

the removahle can havinp at least one extended memher fnr pvte n ding intn the hndy nf the 

sanitizing apparatus; 

a cutoff switch provided within r rrthe body of the sanitizing apparatus, coupled to at least one of 
the at least one extended member of the removable cap, such that when the removable cap is removed, 
the at least one germicidal lamp is extinguished, wherein the mtoiLsadtch is IncatPd within the hndy nf 
the sanitizinp apparatus such that the cutoff switch cannnt he arti„ a t pd h y a whpn thP remnvahlp rap 

a safety rod, slidably mounted within the body of the apparatus, the safety rod coupling the cutoff 
switch with at least one of the at least one extended member of the removable cap, wherpin the hndy 

Contains an Orifice for arnentinp the safety rod so as tn prevpnt a hspt frnm .nsprting a fingpr intn thP 
orifice to activate the cutoff switch 
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1 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising: 

a removable drip cup havinp a hnttom portion for reviving a nd retaining fluids frnm a 
toothhmsh , removably mounted within the body of the apparatus beneath the cap, such that when the cap 
is removed from the body of the apparatus, the removable drip cup may be removed for cleaning. . 

12. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the removable drip cup 
surrounds at least a portion of the item to be sanitized and reflects at least a portion of light emitted from 
the germicidal lamp onto the item to be sanitized. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of claim 11, further comprisin g a removable 
peg, j>lidably icinuvab li fluni the lunuvabli diip cup, the removable peg piuviding imans to adjust die 
liciglll uf U ie item tu be Sdllilizul imulul illlu fee apparatus a mntrnl ckcuit. ™np1eH tn the germicidal 

lamp, for rontrollinp actuation of the permindal lamp sneh ihnt 1 nnre activat e d the-. gprmidHal lamp is 
activated for a first nrerirtprm in ed time period and then shut nffw a semn H predetermined tim P pP WnH 
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14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A sanitizing apparatus, comprising: 

a body for accepting at least one item to be sanitized, the body containing at least one germicidal 

lamp; 

a removable cap, removably attached to the body, the removable cap provided with at least one 
orifice to accepting the item to be sanitized, the removable cap having at least one extended member for 
extending into the body of the sanitizing apparatus; and 

a removable drip cup havinp a hottom portion for receiving and retaining fluids frnm a 

toothbrush , removably mounted within the body of the apparatus beneath the cap, such that when the cap 
is removed from the body of the apparatus, the removable drip cup may be removed for cleaning. 

15. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the removable drip cup 
surrounds at least a portion of the item to be sanitized and reflects at least a portion of light emitted from 
the germicidal lamp onto the item to be sanitized. 

16. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising a removable 
peg, slidably removable from the removable drip cup, the removable peg providing means to adjust the 
height of the item to be sanitized inserted into the apparatus. 
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17. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising: 

a control circuit, coupled to the germicidal lamp, for controlling actuation of the germicidal lamp 
such that, once activated, the germicidal lamp is activated for a first predetermined time period, and then 
shut off for a second predetermined time period. 

18. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the control circuit 
further activates the germicidal lamp for the first predetermined time period after the second 
predetermined time period has lapsed. 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The sanitizing apparatus of claim 14, further comprising: 

a cutoff switch provided within m-the body of the sanitizing apparatus, coupled to at least one of 
the at least one extended member of the removable cap, such that when the removable cap is removed, 
the at least one germicidal lamp is extinguished, 

wherein the cutoff switch is located within the hndy of the u n itizing apparatus such that the 

Clltoff Switch cannot he activated bv a user when the remrwah l e rap is rmnvpH 
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20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The sanitizing apparatus of claim 19, further comprising: 

a safety rod, slidably mounted within the body of the apparatus, the safety rod coupling the cutoff 

switch with at least one of the at least one extended member of the removable cap. 

wnflrein the horiy contains an orifirp for accepting the safety md en ^ tn prevent a l1gffr frnm 

insertinP a finPftr into the nrifire tr> a c tivate the rntnff gwitrh 
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